MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

until he had gathered his troops around him in the morn-
ing. In the meantime, Shabib led his companions in prayer
in the mosque, and at the morning prayer he read the Surah
of the Cow (Surah 2), and the Surah of the Family of
'Imran (Surah 3). It was just at that point that al-Hajjaj
carne upon him with four thousand of his army, and the
two parties fought in the market place of al-Kufah, until
the companions of Shabib were killed, and Shablb forced to<
flee to al-Anbar, with those who remained with him. Al-
Hajjaj sent an army in pursuit, and drove Shabib out of
al-Anbar,1 into al-Ahwaz. Al-Hajjaj sent Sufain ibn-al-
Abrad al-Kalbi with three thousand men in pursuit of Sha-
bib. Sufain encamped on the banks of al-Dujail [Little
Tigris], while Shabib went to the bridge of Dujail to cross
over to him. Sufain, however, commanded his followers
to cut down the ropes of the bridge. The bridge, therefore,
gave way and Shabib fell into the water with his horse.
This happened while he was repeating Surah 6, v. 96:
" This is predestined (by Allah), the mighty, the knowing.'7
The followers of Shabib on the other side of al-Dujail then
paid allegiance to Ghazalah, the mother of Shabib. But
Sufain ibn-Abrad mended the bridge and crossed with his
army into the district of the Khawarij, killing most of them,
including Ghazalah, the mother of Shabib, and his wife
Jahizah,2 and taking prisoner the rest of the followers of
Shabib. He also commanded the divers to bring the body
of Shabib out of the water, and he took his head and sent it
92 with the prisoners to al-Hajjaj. When the prisoners were
brought before al-Hajjaj, he commanded that a certain man
of them should be killed. That man had said to him:

*De Goeje, ibid., vol. vi, p. 8.

3 'Abd al-Kahir gives two readings.   Jahtsah and Jahsiyah.
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